Curriculum Intent: The Big Picture
What are we trying to achieve?
Mission

At Woolden Hill we will strive to ensure that all children achieve high aspirations and celebrate success through a creative and
inspiring curriculum. We will foster mutual respect for all and develop confident, independent and resilient learners who are
effective citizens in an ever-changing technological society.

Aims

To inspire and motivate children to develop
curiosity, academic success and develop
high aspirations for the future and life-long
learners.
To develop pupils who are independent,
resilient and have the ability to persevere
when challenged.

Intrinsic
Values

To develop technologically competent
and resourceful pupils to ensure that
they can interact adapt to the everchanging global community
To keep our children safe and teach
them the skills to make decisions which
allow themselves to be safe through
controlled risk taking.

To celebrate and share personal and
collaborative achievements to create a
school-wide culture of success.
To encourage children to make
choices which promote a healthy body
and mind. Our children will have
respect and tolerance for themselves
and others

Woolden Hill recognises that each and every child in our school is unique and has their own interests, strengths and areas for
development. For this reason, we ensure that we provide a broad and balanced curriculum so that all pupils have the opportunity
to shine.
We believe that every child should:
• have access to high quality teachers, resources and first-hand experiences that provide stimulating and exciting lessons
• receive a curriculum that is grounded in current educational research into what works best for our pupils based on our school
context
• receive regular feedback to help children know and understand what they do well and what will help them to improve further
• have regular opportunity to develop their oracy skills and be confident speakers
• be involved in the learning journey and have the opportunity to co-construct learning with their teachers
• visit places to set our learning in ‘real life contexts’ and spark interest or help to consolidate their understanding of a concept
• develop their understanding of local, national and global issues and how they can help to improve those issues both now and
as adults
• know that learning never stops and have a desire to continue their learning independently of school and in their future
• have regular opportunity throughout the curriculum to develop character muscles so that pupils have hopes, zest, curiosity,
self-control, gratitude, empathy, respect, honesty, teamwork, perseverance and independence.

What does the curriculum contain?
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How do we organise learning?
The staff and leaders at Woolden Hill school recognise that, from the moment children step through the door in the morning to the moment
they leave at the end of the day, every minute is an opportunity for children to learn. We provide a range of components to our curriculum to
ensure that this can happen and look for both academic and social outcomes to ensure that our pupils are well rounded individuals.
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How is the curriculum delivered?
Our curriculum is planned entirely around a thematic approach. This allows pupils to see the purpose of learning across all subjects and ensure
they fully understand the learning intentions and outcomes. Where possible, our outcomes have a real-life context and will involve the local
community or national organisations. We believe that we need to build a curriculum to ensure that our children are the change agents for the
future. All topics consider past, present and future concepts related to the theme so that our pupils understand that they can make a difference
to the world they live in. Staff at Woolden Hill use cognitive science to ensure that children develop knowledge, skills and understanding in a way
that they can retain new information in their long-term memory.
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We believe that our children need to be curious about their learning. To help inspire pupils, all learning will begin with a hook to
spark children’s interest. Children will consider their learning journey and learn key knowledge and skills to reach a learning
outcome in each subject and across a topic. This will help them to answer their big question.
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Our curriculum uses our knowledge of cognitive science. We block subjects to help children reduce their ‘forgetting curve’
and use a spiralised approach overtime to ensure that children can return to key concepts to link their understanding and
create lasting memories of knowledge and skills.

